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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD CHAIR   

 
“My joy is found in the joy of others.”  This statement, penned inside the cover of my late 
wife’s well-worn Bible, inspired me in 2009 to form a foundation in her memory 
dedicated to directly assisting women with cancer.  Seven years later, in 2016, after 
financially assisting over 200 women during their battles, the time came to close the 
foundation’s doors. 
 
During the lifespan of our foundation, I had the privilege of meeting and working 
alongside Meg McQuarrie and the Elixir Fund.  Our respective missions – of providing 
direct assistance to those battling cancer, and their caregivers – were very closely aligned. 
After closing the books on our foundation, I remained compelled to further this mission 
through other means. When Meg contacted me mid-2016 to assist with the Registry 
project, I knew I had found my avenue, and in the Elixir Fund, a new partner, through 
which to continue this journey. 
 
Today’s environment is challenging for small nonprofit organizations like ours. We must 
compete alongside large national organizations with mammoth marketing budgets and 
glittering celebrity endorsements.  Despite this, thanks to the hard work and dedication of 
the Elixir Board and Executive Director, 2016 was a pivotal year.  We completed the 
development and testing of the Registry.  This culminated in the “beta” launch with 
Hunterdon Regional Medical Center – a true milestone event. Early feedback from 
Elixir’s networks of patients, businesses, and health care providers in Hunterdon and 
Mercer counties has been encouragingly positive.   
 
While the expansion of the registry’s reach will take time, I am excited and optimistic 
that in 2017, Elixir’s mission will be realized in new and innovative ways.  The Registry 
will enable us to facilitate the distribution of a wider range of comfort care resources for 
those with cancer and chronic illnesses – and their caregivers.   
 
I am proud to be a part of the important work done by The Elixir Fund. I’m confident that 
2017 will be a banner year as we see comfort care extended to more and more deserving 
people.  And that will truly be a reason for joy. 
 
Tom Mazanec 
Board Chair 
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MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

As we close out our thirteenth year, I am proud of all we have accomplished and excited 
for what is to come. The Elixir Fund Registry has been a long-term project and we have 
learned so much along the way. Our partnership with Hunterdon Healthcare has allowed 
us to interface with patients and caregivers to learn more about exactly what they would 
like to see included.  

We continue to serve patients and caregivers nationwide as we respond to calls and 
emails helping them to identify and access support services in their local areas. Our 
conversations with them further demonstrate that the Elixir Fund Registry will be a viable 
way for those impacted by cancer and other chronic illnesses, to empower their friends 
and family to provide direct and relevant support. As more organizations are finding it 
difficult to sustain financial grants, the Elixir Fund Registry will help fill that gap; 
providing patients and caregivers support in meeting their day-to-day needs, so that they 
can use the resources they do have to meet their medical expenses.  The Elixir Fund 
Registry will be open to all with no requirements in terms of financial need, diagnosis, or 
geography. It will be another important weapon in the arsenal against cancer.  

We thank you for your continued support. You are key to the success of the Elixir Fund.   

 

Meg McQuarrie 
Executive Director 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

THE ELIXIR FUND 

 

Vision 
 
We aim to be a national resource for patients and caregivers to access support through 
referrals and program development. 

Mission Statement 
 
The Elixir Fund is dedicated to improving the comfort and care of cancer patients and 
their caregivers. 

Value Statement 
 
We recognize that the diagnosis of a serious illness can overwhelm and exhaust both 
cancer patients and their caregivers. We believe that people deserve to take a break from 
the cancer journey by shifting the focus from treatment to living. 
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   PROGRAMS 

 

THE ELIXIR FUND REGISTRY 

Hunterdon Regional Cancer Center: We successfully launched the Elixir Fund 
Registry at Hunterdon Regional Cancer Center and are working with staff to recruit 
patients and caregivers. Patients have the option of creating a private or public registry. 
We included the Elixir Fund Registry as part of our holiday giving campaign and invited 
our supporters to help registrants with their wishes.  

Grant from the Mary Anne Mazanec Ovarian Cancer Foundation: The Mary Anne 
Mazanec Ovarian Cancer Foundation offers financial grants to women who have been 
diagnosed with ovarian cancer in New Jersey. The foundation granted us $3000 to 
establish a fund that will be used to make purchases off of the Elixir Fund Registry. 
Social Workers can apply to the fund for patients that are in need, or it can be used to 
make an initial purchase off of a registry that has not had any activity for a few months.  

ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS 

Chemotherapy Chair: The Elixir Fund facilitated the purchase 
of a new chemotherapy chair for Hunterdon Hematology 
Oncology at Hunterdon Healthcare in NJ. This is the second new 
chair that we have helped to purchase for Hematology Oncology 
and the patients are thrilled. The new chairs are in high demand.  

 

Lunch with Elixir: In September, we 
hosted “Lunch with Elixir” at Hunterdon 
Hematology Oncology at Hunterdon 
Healthcare in NJ. There are a number of 
patients that have to spend many hours in 
chemotherapy. It is a long day for both 
the patients and their caregivers. Since 
we have been working closely with 
Hunterdon Hematology Oncology and 
the staff at Hunterdon Healthcare, they 
suggested it would be a nice thing to 
offer lunch to the patients and caregivers. 
We provided bagged lunches and gave 

out gift bags that included information about the Elixir Fund 
Registry and promotional items from participating businesses. As 
Denise Donofrio, (center in the photo to the right), said to us, “As 
a cancer survivor myself, I couldn’t think of a better way to elicit 
business, support my community, and provide products and 
services to those in need.”              

Executive Director, Meg McQuarrie with one 
of the new chemotherapy chairs at Hunterdon 
Healthcare. 

 

Executive Director Meg McQuarrie  (l), 
Denise Donofrio, participating business 
owner (c), and Board Chair Tom 
Mazanec (r).  
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  PROGRAMS (continued) 

National Support Services: The Elixir Fund has continued to serve as a national 
resource helping patients and caregivers to identify support services in their local areas.  
We have heard from people across the country including a 24-year old daughter taking 
care of her father on hospice in New Jersey, a Stage 4 Breast cancer patient in Texas, and 
the mother of a 5-year-old leukemia patient in Maryland. All were reaching out to ask for 
assistance for food, transportation, and household expenses. We pointed them to local 
resources but their requests demonstrate the need for making the Elixir Fund Registry a 
national program.   

       

 

   EXPANDING OUR REACH 

In 2016 we had a variety of third party and Elixir events that allowed us to expand 
our reach, introduce our programs to a variety of new donors and raise over 
$25,000. We would like to thank: 

 

 Mercer BNI for choosing the Elixir 
Fund as the beneficiary for their 
2016 International Networking 
Week Fundraiser.  

 

 

 

The MAX of East Windsor for hosting a 
Cocktail Party and Auction to benefit the Elixir 
Fund.  
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Executive Director Meg McQuarrie (l), Kate Finnegan of The 
MAX of East Windsor, and Laura Quinn, Elixir Board member.   



 

  

 EXPANDING OUR REACH (continued) 

 

Danny Girton, Jr. who took on rain and chilly temperatures for 
his first marathon that he did as a fundraiser for us. 

 

 

 

TEAM KEVIN reunited for a 
third triathlon. Jenny Godnick, Jill McConnell, Erin 
Hoesly, Meaghan Sheehan, Suzie Baer, and Susan 
Clifford set their sites on the Nation’s Tri in 
Washington, DC this year.  

 

 

TEAM ELIXIR took on the TCS New 
York City Marathon once again. This year 
our team was comprised of Audrey Graham, 
Andrea Lipton, Greg Kalamar, Patrick 
Samuels, and Meg McQuarrie.  

 

 

After the race, Meg and Audrey were surprised by Mariska 
Hargitay who saw them having their photo taken and jumped 
in. It was definitely a highlight of a long but incredible day. 
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Danny Girton, Jr.   

TEAM ELIXIR from (l to r) Meg McQuarrie, Andrea 
Lipton, Patrick Samuels, Greg Kalamar & Audrey Graham. 

TEAM KEVIN ( l to r): Jenny Godnick, Jill McConnell, 
Erin Hoesly, Meaghan Sheehan, & Suzie Baer.  

Meg McQuarrie, Mariska Hargitay & Audrey 
Grahams. 

MEDIA: The Elixir Fund was profiled on “Positive 
Energy” a talk show hosted by Michele Granberg. 
Michele is the owner of the Center for Relaxation and 
Healing in Plainsboro, and is a participating business in 
the Elixir Fund Registry. Meg McQuarrie was invited to 
appear on the show to talk about the benefits of 
integrative therapies for those with cancer, as well as the 
Elixir Fund Registry. You can view the full interview at 
https://vimeo.com/191018059 

 

Executive Director Meg McQuarrie with Michele Granberg 
host of “Positive Energy.” 
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       LOOKING AHEAD 

As we look forward to 2017, one of our primary goals will be to expand the Elixir Fund 
Registry. Our focus will still be here in New Jersey. If you know of a patient or caregiver 
that could use support whether it be short or long-term; due to a chronic illness, surgery 
or other care need, please refer them to us.  

There is no fee to businesses that would like to sell gift certificates for their services 
through the Elixir Fund Registry. Any money that we receive, minus the credit card fees, 
will be remitted back to the business. We are always looking for businesses that would 
like to participate.  

We are looking for marketing help to get the word out regarding the Elixir Fund Registry. 
If you would like to volunteer your time and expertise, we would be interested in talking 
with you more.  

You can also help by spreading the word. Please let friends and family know about the 
Elixir Fund Registry. Follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/elixirfund, or on twitter at 
@elixirfund. Like, share and re-tweet - this will help us to expand our base.  

 

 

       OUR DONORS 

Thank you to our donors:

 
Eric & Sue Aagesen 
Edward Adamcik 
Jessica Adams 
Scott Alcott 
Camila Alvarado 
Mardi Anderson 
Dan Deveney  
Robert Arata 
Mike Arcigal 
Freida Ashendouek 
Thurston Atkins 
Debbie Baer 
Barbara Barbolla 
Tom Barrett  
Stephanie Barrymore  
Erik Baum  
Raven Bellard  
Ivett Beltran  
David & Mary Bender  
Jodie Bentley  

 
Nicolle Benz  
Simon &  
Lauren Berman  
Andres & Leve Bernal 
Marianthe Bezzerides  
Susan & Samual Boege  
Michele Borsari  
Andrew Boyd  
Kristin Boyden 
Shaun Brefo 
Thomas Briant 
Robert Broderick 
Irwin Bronman 
Scott Brown 
Margot Brown 
Beth Brummett 
Annie Bruno 
Gail Bruno 
David Bryson 
Meghan Burke 

 
Patrick Burley  
Cynthia Burns 
Erica Bush 
Heather Butera 
Jennifer Byrnes 
Donna Cabrera 
Carla Calderone 
Hayley Caldwell 
Richard Campbell 
Ryan Cantor 
Veronica Cardieri-Moroch 
Edwin Carey 
Douglas Carlson 
Lynn Casciola 
Julie Casciola 
Thomas &  
Margarita Cassera 
Causley Robinson & 
Associates 
Marianne Cawley 
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       OUR DONORS 
 
Jennifer Chace 
Neeraj &  
Sanjana Chandaliya 
Rebecca Chang 
Steve Chbosky 
Jersey Mike's of Hamilton 
Carmen & Joyce Cirullo 
Charles Clark, Jr. 
Susan Clifford 
James Cobb 
Jessica Colman 
Jennifer Connole 
Tammy Cooperstein 
Sue Corse 
April &  
Richard Corvasce 
Jennifer Cottrell 
Lauren Culliton 
Dennis Curtin 
Mike Curtis  
Michele Dabal  
Christine Dawson  
David R. & Patricia D. 
Atkinson Foundation 
Dina Del Valle  
Tracy Di Maria  
Lynda Diamondis  
Michelle Diamondis & 
Joe Rousseau 
Rob Doolittle  
Suzanne Douglass  
Matthew Drago,  
Drago Dream Productions 
Tracy Druckenbrod  
Joan &  
Richard Druckman  
Damon Dunbar  
Julia Eames  
Sarah Edenbaum  
Robert R Egan  
Tina Elbertson 
Lisa Ells 
Laura Emanuel 

Susan Engelbert 
Julie England 
Christian Esparza 
Ketnarly Estimon 
Kelly & Dwight Evans 
J Casey Faiman 
Kacie Febbo 
Keith Ferrazzi 
Steven Finley 
Laurie Finley 
Karen Fischer 
Jean Fischer 
Natalie Fosland 
Erin Frager 
Carissa Freeman 
Josh Friz 
Erin Gallagher 
Francisco Galvan 
Jeanine Gaston 
Ruth Gatling 
Jennifer Geiger 
Sharon Gergel 
Noel Gilbert 
Danny & Martha Girton 
Dorota Girton 
Danny Girton 
Randy Giudice 
Barbara Gluck 
Marci Gluck-Stewart 
Stacy Godnick 
Newton Godnick 
Michael Godnick 
Jenny Godnick 
Enid Goldfarb 
Thomas Graham 
Marc Greenfield 
Richard & Janet Gross 
Bruce Guilbault 
Lucy Guillen 
Amy Hale 
Linda Hamm 
Kevin Hanifin 
John Hanifin 

Brian Hanifin 
Michelle Hansbrough 
Elizabeth Hartmann 
Barbara Haws 
Kurt Heinrich 
Elmar & Eileen Heinrich 
Andrew Henley 
Christopher Hennes 
Denise Hewitt 
David Hiestand 
Erin Hoesly 
Julie Hoesly 
John Holland 
Guy Holman 
Jacqueline Holt 
Catherine Hopkins 
Judy Howell 
Rebekah Hyde 
Liz Hyde 
Ann Ice 
Alvin Jackson 
Satyajit Jagtap 
Nanda Janaki 
Dan Janjigian 
Shelly And Jeanine 
Joanne Johnson 
Dena Johnson 
Jodi Johnston 
Janet Josephson 
Kathlene Julian 
Barbara Jurosky 
Greg Kalamar 
Janice Kaplan 
Deb Karvelas 
Susan Kaslander 
Catherine Kavanaugh 
Caroline & Brian Kelly 
Maureen Kemmerer 
Allison Kemmerer 
Jason Kent &  
James Pomeranz 
Rajiv Kerkar 
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      OUR DONORS 
 
 
Cheryl Kopec 
Michelle Korngut 
Bev Krocker  
Lok Kui  
Lora Kurtenbach  
Michael Kurtman Michael 
W. Krutman  
Dillon Lackey  
Cynthia Lamb  
Carol Larson  
Carol Larson  
Mark &  
Denise Laumeister  
Amy Lavallie  
Richard Le Vesconte  
Daniel Lehane  
Shari Levy  
Howard Lewis  
Andrea Lipton  
Jennifer Lipton  
Jessamy Little  
Marilyn logan  
Chandra Long  
Cynthia Loo  
David Lott  
Jane Lowe-Rodriguez  
Ashley Lukas Northern 
Star Llc 
Emily MacKenzie  
R Todd Mackey  
Susan Madian  
Paige Madison  
Gennifer Maggipinto  
Lawrence & 
Maria Manney  
Amy Mansue  
Henriette Mantel  
Mary Anne Mazanec 
Ovarian Cancer 
Foundation 
Shawn Matte  
Joanna H. McCabe 

Diane McClure 
Jill McConnell 
Janet McGlauflin 
Ryan McGovern 
Jeannine McHenry 
Susan & Michael McKay 
David McKenzie 
Mary McKillip 
Carole McQuarrie 
Rich & Bonnie McQuarrie 
Meg McQuarrie 
Judy McQuarrie 
Allen & Kathy McQuarrie 
Karen Meahan 
Mariah Measey 
Jennifer Meehan 
Theresa Meehan 
Mike & Kristine Melnick 
Marian Melzer 
Lalaine Mercado 
Merck 
Jay & Sara Mermelstein 
Samara Mildner 
Corey & Charlene Miller 
Elizabeth Miller 
Kathryn Mills 
Kaile Monroe 
Jen Moog 
Shelly Moore 
Dan Moore  
Amanda Morell  
Jennifer Morgan  
Peter Morgan  
Charles & Madyln Mosco  
Michael Mosley  
Lisa Motel  
Laura Mount  
Mercedes Moya  
Ann Mudd  
Laura Muldowney  
Nancy Murphy  
Martin & Martha Myers  
The Nagourney Institute 

Amy & John Napoli  
Claire Neely  
Greer Nelson 
Madlyn Nelson 
Dee Nelson 
Constanza Nervi 
Victoria Nixon 
Judith Norback 
Jane Nova 
Joyce Nyberg 
Tom O'Kane 
Joan O'Kane 
Kathryn O'Leary 
Brian Oconnell 
Susan OLeary 
Tamis Oshiro 
Henry Overstreet 
Joanne Palmer Ttee 
Kamarley Panton  
Adam Parson  
Mj Paschall Aka Hotel 
Residences 
Kristin Patrican  
Andres Pazmino  
Courtney Pelikan  
Linda & John Penney  
Patricia Phillips  
Bryan Pinzon  
Jan Pittas  
Erik Pletcher  
Jessica Plumeri  
Gary & Vivian Potter  
Sonja Prothman  
Rangani Punchihewa  
JoAnn Quinlan  
Laura Quinn  
Kim Rau  
Jason Reilly East Coast 
Martial Arts Institute 
Carlos Requejo 
Rosemarie Richardson  
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     OUR DONORS 
 
Carmen Richter  
Gordon &  
Barbara Riggs   
Quintin Roberts  
Janet Rogers  
Neal Rothleder  
Cary Rubenstein  
Larry Salerno  
Marzena Sample  
Peter Samuels  
Patrick Samuels  
Gamar Samuels  
Jenifer Sanchez  
Paul Santoro  
Robbie Saslow &  
Johnny DeLuise 
Emily Saunders  
Robin Scheab  
Kim Schmidt Kim 
Schmidt Photography 
Sue Schnuck  
Roberta Schott  
Mark Schroepfer  
Marita Sciarrotta  
Dianne & Don Semsel  
Jay Sexton  
Jill Shanahan  
Yolanda Shepard 
Carolyn Sienicki 
Dominic Signoretta 
Jack Silbert 
Warren & Sue Silver 
Barbara Slack 
Aimee Sones 

Preeti Sood 
Charles & Patricia 
Spencer  
Barbara Sprout 
Jody Starr 
Jennifer Starr 
Mitchell Steffen 
James Stein 
Jennifer Stevens 
Gen & Frank Stiefel 
Penelope Stout 
Patrick & Barrie Summers  
T Rowe Price 
Richard Tarr 
Susan Tarr 
Richard Tarr Ii 
Julia Temple 
Annette Templeton 
Jennifer Thibault 
Dafydd &  
Meredtih Thomas 
Robert Thomas 
Rick Thorn 
Towers Watson 
Mimi Truong 
The Tuchman Foundation 
Heather Tunnicliffe 
Christine Turczyn 
Luke Turner 
Dris Upitis 
Tania Valtierra 
Linda Valyo 
John Valyo 
Helmer Velez 

Monica VonKnoblauch 
Hettie Vos 
Krissy Walker 
Sofia Walker 
Ben Wall 
Ann Walther 
Carrie Ward 
Eric & Rachel Warsaw 
Ginnette Watkins-Keller 
Craig & Sarah Webb 
Arthur Weiler  
Stan Wertlieb &  
Nicole Ashton 
Katharine Wheeler  
Rob Whitfield Alchemus 
Daniel Whitten  
Zachary Wiewel  
Mark Wignall  
Kelly Wilden  
Sandra Wilk  
Stanley Wisniewski  
Kathryn Wittenburgh  
Carol & George 
Wolkiewicz  
Mark Wong  
Camille Wright  
Izabela Wysoczanski  
Jane Young  
Jesse Yu  
Dean Zelikovsky  
Kimberly &  
Robert Ziegler  
Paul Zimmerman  
Gary & Jackie Zohn 
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