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MESSAGE FROM BOARD CHAIR 

 

The past year has not been without its challenges. While early feedback for the Elixir Registry 
has been positive, moving the project forward to meet the needs of the cancer community has 
been slow. Through the efforts of our Executive Director we are continuing to make 
improvements in the Registry and making further strides in reaching those in need.  We 
anticipate the rollout of the new and improved version in mid-2019. 

 
In 2018, Elixir Fund saw an increase in donations thanks to the support of our many generous 
donors. Also, support for our fundraising events, including the annual East Coast Auction at 
Mercer Oaks Country Club, was wonderful. We’re looking forward to some great events in 
2019. 
 
I would like to thank our board of trustees for their dedication to the cause. There is more work 
to be done but together we can make a difference in the lives of the cancer patients we serve. 
 
Tom Mazanec 
Board Chair 
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MESSAGE FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 

The Elixir Fund is inspired by the idea that random and not so random acts of kindness have 
healing power. Simple acts by family, friends, or even strangers have power. Bringing over a 
meal, sending a funny card, or being included in a prayer chain; acts of kindness no matter how 
great or seemingly small, have a huge impact. It is hard to quantify or put in to words, but in my 
experience, acts of kindness lift your spirits, lighten your day. Not only does it make things a 
little easier, but it also opens your heart and makes room for hope.  

Our programs and services are designed with the goal of making it simpler for family, friends, 
and well-meaning strangers to provide random, or not so random, acts of kindness for both 
cancer patients and their caregivers. Specifically, the Elixir Fund Registry allows patients and 
caregivers to identify their specific needs so that family and friends, or the community can 
provide direct and relevant support. We have heard from registrants about the overwhelming 
impact –both practically and emotionally- that results from receiving gifts off of the registry. Our 
focus for 2019 will be to expand the Elixir Fund Registry and make it more accessible on a 
national level.  

 
 
Meg McQuarrie 
Executive Director 
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THE ELIXIR FUND 
 
 
Vision 
We aim to be a national resource for patients and caregivers to access support through referrals 
and program development. 

 
 
 
Mission Statement 
The Elixir Fund is dedicated to improving the comfort and care of cancer patients and their 
caregivers. 

 
 
 
Value Statement 
We recognize that the diagnosis of a serious illness can overwhelm and exhaust both cancer 
patients and their caregivers. We believe that people deserve to take a break from the cancer 
journey by shifting the focus from treatment to living. 
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PROGRAMS 

 

THE ELIXIR FUND REGISTRY 

In 2018 we helped patients in NJ, PA, AZ and CA. Due to the design of the registry, we were 
able to help a small number of patients on a very specific basis. We found that even something as 
simple as a grocery gift card or meal delivery had a tremendous impact. As one patients wrote  

 I can not express how the gift of meals during my time of treatment 
  blessed my whole family. I am still in awe of the reality that ‘what  
 often seems so small’ in comparison to something else, such as –  
 say terminal illness diagnosis, absolutely makes a WORLD of  
 difference. Literally brings peace into an uncertain and often  
 chaotic situation. Thank you, really is not enough. 
 
We quickly realized that what we initially thought, that the need is for support is great, is true. 
The requests for help quickly outpaced the current design of the registry. At the same time, we 
met a pair of engineers that offered to redesign the site for us. The goal is to make a more user 
friendly, scalable site that we will eventually be able to link to Amazon. This will allow us to 
provide support on a national level at a faster rate. Our plan is to launch this new and improved 
site in 2019.  
 

ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS 

Hunterdon Medical Center: We have continued our close relationship with Hunterdon Medical 
Center. We work with the staff to try to meet the special needs of patients, and thanks to a 
generous donation we were able to sponsor a bagel cart for patients and caregivers at the end of 
2018.   

 

Cancer Thriving & Surviving: Our director Meg 
McQuarrie completed her certification to be a facilitator for 
Cancer Thriving and Surviving. This six week, evidenced-
based program was designed at Stanford and provides tools 
to patients and caregivers that will allow them to work 
through issues related to cancer such as pain management, 
exercise, nutrition, and future planning. Meg facilitated her 
first series in October, 2018 and has more planned for 2019. 
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PROGRAMS (continued) 

 

National Support Services: The Elixir Fund serves as a resource for patients nationwide. This 
year, our director, Meg McQuarrie, completed the George Washington Cancer Center’s 
Oncology Patient Navigation Training: The Fundamentals, so that she could better serve the 
needs patients and caregivers. Over the last year we have helped to identify resources for a 
variety of patients and caregivers, including a daughter in NJ looking for resources for her 
mother; a patient in PA who is on a limited income and needed some help finding grants; and the 
family of a mother in CA with two young children who had a recurrence of breast cancer. We 
were able to provide them information on possible grants and additional resources in their local 
areas, as well as help them through the Elixir Fund Registry.  

 

EXPANDING OUR REACH 

 

TCS New York City Marathon: We were honored participate as a charity partner for the 2018 
TCS New York City Marathon. This year’s team consisted of new members Michelle D’Antoni 
a nurse from New York who was running in honor of her mother who passed from cancer in 
2017; Maurice Lowman a multi-marathoner from Rhode Island; Max McQuarrie, nephew of 
Kevin McQuarrie; and filling 
in for the anchor positions Meg 
McQuarrie and Kurt Heinrich 
returned. 

Once again, this was a hugely 
successful fundraiser for us 
raising over $14,700. We are 
excited to be a charity partner 
again in 2019.  

 

TEAM ELIXIR (top l to r): Michelle D’Antoni, Maurice Lowman, Meg 
McQuarrie, Max McQuarrie & Kurt Heinrich 
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FINANCIALS 

Income               $71,982 

 

 

 

Expense         $56,420 
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Program                       $ 1,770 
 
Interest                        $     216 
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LOOKING AHEAD 

 

In 2019 our goal is to rebuild the Elixir Fund Registry with a link to Amazon. This will allow us 
not only to network with local businesses, but also to better meet the needs of patients and 
caregivers nationwide.  

We will continue to rely on our registrants and partners to recommend businesses in their local 
areas that would be a good fit for the Elixir Fund Registry. If you have businesses or services 
that you would like to see included in the Elixir Fund Registry, please feel free to send us their 
information. 

We are always looking to spread the word regarding the Elixir Fund Registry. If you know of 
opportunities whether it be speaking engagements, conferences, or having a table at any event, 
we are would be interested in hearing about them. 

You can also help by spreading the word. Please let friends and family know about the Elixir 
Fund Registry. Follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/elixirfund, or @elixirfund on twitter and 
instagram . Like, share and re-tweet - this will help us to expand our base.  

 

 

OUR DONORS 

      Thank you to our donors: 

Robert Arata 
Thurston Atkins 
Paul & Susan Atkinson 
Dr. Maria Auletta  
Debbie Baer 
Gary Bailey 
Laura & Doug Barba 
Adrianna Barcia 
Carolyn Barlow 
David Barrelle 
Patrick Bartley 
Christine Basilii 
Antonia Baum 
Ally Bejma 
Ivett Beltran 
Linda Bitscheller 

Karen Boatwright 
Parker Boatwright 
Nick Bodine 
Bob & Minako Borgen 
Timothy Bozyczko 
Martha Brophy 
Ellen Buchsbaum 
Heather Butera 
Kim Burnop 
CAA Foundation 
Tina Cadden 
Ryan Cantor 
Cara Cavazza 
Jennifer Chace 
Michael Chin 
MatthewChittim 

Tai Christensen 
Dolly Chugh 
Church of St. David the 
King/ Social Concerns 
Danielle Della Cioppa 
Joyce Cirullo 
Citizens Bank 
Willem  Cooper 
Emma Costa 
Laura Cronk 
Missy & Bruce Crooks 
Rebecca Crookston 
Peter D'Antoni 
Deanna D'Antoni 
Melissa Davis 
John DeAngelis
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DONORS (Continued)
 
Kevin Delaney 
Ms. DeMondca 
Ms. DeMondca 
Diamondis/Rousseau      
                     Family 
John DiChiaro 
Anne Marie DiGiacomo 
Robert & Jean DiMaria 
Tracy DiMaria 
Denise Donofrio 
Helen Dragas 
Richard & 
JoanDruckman 
Sarah Edenbaum 
Diane Eisslet 
Lisa Ells 
Julie England 
Rachael Evans 
Barbara Faison 
Megan Filiaggi 
Jean Fischer 
Doris Formosa 
Jennifer Freeman 
Carissa  Freeman 
Jennifer Furgala 
Libbi Gaiser 
Ciaran Ganly 
Jennifer Geiger 
Christine Gesualdi 
Katrina  Gewirz 
Sean Gillen 
Heather Gillies 
Claire Gladstone 
Jenny Godnick 
Michael Godnick 
Newt & Sherley   
             Godnick 
Stacy Godnick 
Michelle Goes 
Kevin & Neil Goetz 
  

Edward & Audrey   
               Graham 
Melanie Greene 
Shonika Griffin 
Bruce Guilbault 
Linda Hamm 
Elmar & Eileen    
           Heinrich 
Dee Hensley 
Brittany Hine 
Nancy Hodges 
Jan Houde 
Kathy Hunt 
Keara Hunt 
Melissa & Paul Hurst 
Samuel  Hutcheson 
Arthur Izzo 
Donna Jeffrey 
Douglas Jeffrey 
Russell & Donna  
              Johnson 
Amy Jones 
Brianne Jordan 
Mayra Jordan 
Cathy Kavanaugh 
Kerry Kay 
Caroline & Brian Kelly 
Jason Kent & 
  James Pomeranz 
India Kessler 
Billie King 
Seth Kolker 
Amber Kosta 
Jane Kraus 
Lora Kurtenbach 
Angelo LaCorte 
Christopher LaCroix 
C.J. LaCroix 
Mary Langevin 
Paula Lanzi 
Christopher Lattanzio 

Pamela  Lattanzio 
Frank Lattanzio 
Deborah Laughlin 
Marc Levine 
Nicholas Liakos 
Kathleen Licari 
Cristina Lima 
Cynthia Loo 
Daniel Loprinzo 
Maurice Lowman 
Andrew Lowther 
Greg Macken 
Dorie Macomber 
Susan Madian 
Bridget Malile 
Gale Malla 
Kevin Manna 
Amy Mansue 
Benedetto Marino 
J&R Marketing 
Allison Markiewicz  
Barbara &  Jim  
       Marshall-Zank 
Michael Martinelli 
Cynthia Martling 
Lorraine Masterson 
Tyler Masterson 
Christine Matisz 
Aura Mauricio 
Tom & Patricia    
          Mazanec 
Kara McConnell 
Jill McConnell 
Tracy Mcelhone 
Janet McGlauflin 
David McKenzie 
Heather McKinley 
Allen & Kathy 
       McQuarrie 
Carole McQuarrie 
David McQuarrie        

8 



  

DONORS (Continued)
 
 
Doug & Stephanie   
           McQuarrie 
Jack & Carolyn 
McQuarrie 
Judy McQuarrie 
Karen McQuarrie 
Kelly McQuarrie  
                   Evans 
Liz McQuarrie 
Megan McQuarrie 
Richard McQuarrie 
Ryan & Jennifer 
McQuarrie 
Teresa Meehan 
Christopher Melleby 
Kris & Mike Melnick 
Irene Mera 
Cory & Charlene Miller 
Amy Miller 
Elizabeth Miller 
Tracy Misch 
Shelly Moore 
Jill Mosca 
Nancy Murphy & Phil 
Doherty 
Marie Murtie 
Karen Neary 
Dee Nelson 
Zulikha Neumann 
Brian Norman 
Not Your Average Joe's 
Paulina  Nunez 
Joan O'Kane 
Kathleen O'Reilly 
Patrick O'Rourke 
Palak Patel 

John Penney 
Elena Petzold 
Devin Pierce 
Hugo Pinto 
Kathleen Piscano 
Joanne Piscano 
Cindy Poggiogalle 
Jennifer Polk 
Allan Pompei 
Prigmore Group 
Neal & Lorraine Pronek 
Ranganie Punchihewa 
Julie Ramsey 
Dina Reilly 
Mary Renaud 
Becky Reynolds 
Rosemary Ribaudo 
Barbara & Gordon  
                    Riggs 
Erika Rodriguez 
Tom Rooney 
Shannon Ross 
Lori Sanddollar  
Harleen Sandhu 
Susan Sapek 
Jeffrey Schneider 
Mark Schorepfer 
Kristen Schraer 
Andrea Seeney 
Dianne Semsel 
H. Jay Sexton 
Tom & Joan Shannon 
Tom & Gail Shannon 
Jack Silbert 
Warren & Sue Silver 
Ginny Simms 

Skydance 
Teri Smith 
Linda Sohan 
Pat & Patty Spencer 
Earl Stanton 
Maryann & Tom Stibbe 
Gen Stiefel 
Ryan Suit 
Patrick & Barrie  
           Summers 
Roseann Swanson 
Dee Corona  
Gary Tarantino 
Kathryn Taylor 
Kenneth Thompson 
James T Tomaselli 
Rachel Tomashosky 
Bobby Tran 
Heather Tunnicliffe 
United Way of RI 
Matthew Valentini 
Donna Valentini 
Catherine Van Bomel 
Amy Van Tassel 
Adam Vargulish 
Stuart Webb 
Craig Webb 
Brian Wenger 
Stan Wertlieb 
Christopher Westphal 
KatharineWheeler 
Kelly Wilden 
Stanley  Wisniewski 
Lauren Zeoli 
Truist
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