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MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 

A diagnosis of cancer can be overwhelming, but living with cancer doesn’t have to be. The Elixir 
Fund is inspired by Kevin McQuarrie and his life-affirming approach to cancer treatment. While 
Kevin set the tone for his treatment, he also surrounded himself with people that supported that 
vision. It was that support that allowed him not only to greet each new challenge, but also to live 
fully. It in that spirit that we created the Elixir Fund Registry. The goal of the registry is to 
provide a resource to patients and their caregivers that enables them to empower their support 
network to help in the way that is most beneficial. The registrants will not only have their needs 
met but they will also receive many less quantifiable, but equally important benefits.   

In 2017 we focused on adding patients and caregivers to the registry slowly and consciously. We 
focused on the two states where we have the strongest networks- New Jersey & California. We 
wanted to insure that we are meeting the greatest needs of our registrants in the most direct and 
effective way possible. At the same time, we continued to serve as resource for patients and 
caregivers nationwide.  

We have learned a great deal in the past year and are looking forward to putting all of that into an 
updated version of the Elixir Fund Registry in 2018. 

 

Meg McQuarrie 
Executive Director 
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THE ELIXIR FUND 

 

Vision 
 
We aim to be a national resource for patients and caregivers to access support through referrals 
and program development. 

Mission Statement 
 
The Elixir Fund is dedicated to improving the comfort and care of cancer patients and their 
caregivers. 

Value Statement 
 
We recognize that the diagnosis of a serious illness can overwhelm and exhaust both cancer 
patients and their caregivers. We believe that people deserve to take a break from the cancer 
journey by shifting the focus from treatment to living. 
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THE ELIXIR FUND REGISTRY 

The Elixir Fund Registry has continued to grow. We added 6 new patients this year and 13 
new businesses in two states. While those numbers may not 
seem dramatic, we are steadily gaining momentum and have 
started off 2018 with a list of meetings and prospects to discuss 
possible partnerships. 

Grant from the Mary Anne Mazanec Ovarian Cancer 
Foundation (MAMOCF): We were able to utilize the 
MAMOCF grant to provide additional support to 2 applicants to 
help with car repairs and paying rent. We have made it a 
condition of the grant that applicants must be actively using the 
registry in order to receive additional assistance. The assistance 
will be for items beyond what is currently available on the 
registry. Applicants can request a one-time grant of up to $500.   

 

ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS 

Headsets for Cancer Institute of New Jersey: The Elixir Fund has worked with the Cancer 
Institute of New Jersey in a variety of ways over the years. This year, we donated 100 headsets to 
the Patient Education Department for use with their ipads. Patients who are coming in for 
treatment have access to the ipads to help them pass the time listening to music or watching 
movies.  

 

National Support Services: The Elixir Fund continues to serve as a national resource helping 
patients and caregivers to identify support services in their local areas. We have heard from 
people across the country including a man in Florida who has brain cancer looking for financial 
support for him and his family, a woman looking for resources for her mother on hospice in 
Pennsylvania, and daughter in California looking for some pampering for her dad who was in the 
hospital waiting to see if the treatment was working. The majority of requests we receive are for 
financial assistance and there are few, if any, organizations that offer meaningful financial 
assistance. Our goal in creating the Elixir Fund Registry was to find a way to help meet some of 
the day-to-day needs of cancer patients and their caregivers so that they could put their financial 
resources towards treatment and some of their larger bills. 

       

 

   EXPANDING OUR REACH 

 

Elaine H. reached out to us for help 
through the Elixir Fund Registry. Our 
generous supporters purchased gift 
certificates for food and helped subsidize 
an MAMOCF grant we gave to Elaine to 
help with much needed car repairs. 
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Once again, in 2017 third party events helped us expand our reach, introduce our 
programs to a variety of new donors and raise over $21,000. We would like to thank: 

 

 

The MAX of East Windsor choosing the Elixir Fund as 
the beneficiary of their “MAX Day of Giving” event for 
the second year in a row. This year they hosted a special 
class and raffled off incredible prizes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TEAM KEVIN reunited for a fourth 
triathlon. This year they chose the 
Lobsterman Tri in Maine. The course 
was challenging, making the post race 
Lobster Bake well worth it. This was 
the largest TEAM KEVIN with 3 relay 
teams and one individual racer. 
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John & Kate Finnegan of The MAX checking in guests 
at the MAX Day of Giving event to benefit The Elixir 
Fund. 

TEAM KEVIN (top l to r): Bill Clifford, Jill McConnell, 
Suzie Baer, Shelly Moore, Kurt Heinrich & Abby Bliss          
(bottom l to r) Susan Clifford, Jenny Godnick, Meg 
McQuarrie, & Rebeccca Goodwin 



  

EXPANDING OUR REACH (continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our team was extra-special this year because of the 
variety of personal reasons that members were running. 
Myriam Oliver was a patient that we were introduced to 
back in 2010. She received one of our “Elixir Comfort 
Kits” that included a DVD player, Netflix subscription 
and a handmade blanket. She wanted to do one more 
marathon, her first post treatment, and decided to do it 
as a fundraiser for the Elixir Fund as a way to give 
back.  

 

 

Shannon Moore has long been a friend of 
the Elixir Fund. She and her dad Jack used 
to come to our west coast events as a way to 
celebrate his recovery from cancer. Shannon 
ran the Boston Marathon as a fundraiser for 
us and had wanted to do the TCS New York 
City Marathon but scheduling conflicts 
hadn’t allowed it. In December 2016, Jack’s 
cancer returned. As a way to honor her 
father, Shannon and her brother Brian 
decided that they would run the TCS New 
York City Marathon for him. This plan was 
even more poignant because Jack is from 
New York. They were able to tell their dad 
of their plan shortly before he passed in January, 2017. We were honored to be able to continue 
to share Jack’s incredible spirit through their race. 
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Members of TEAM ELIXIR from (l to r) Kurt 
Heinrich, Shannon Moore, Brian Cross, & Meg 
McQuarrie. Shannon & Brian ran in honor of their 
dad Jack. 

Jason Reilly, of The MAX of East Windsor, ran 
his first marathon with TEAM ELIXIR.    

                  
Myriam Oliver, who benefitted from 
Elixir Fund’s comfort services back in 
2010, ran the TCS New York City 
Marathon for the Elixir Fund as a way to 
give back. 

TEAM ELIXIR took on the TCS New York 
City Marathon once again. This year our team 
was comprised of Jason Reilly, Kurt Heinrich, 
Shannon Moore, Brian Cross, Meg McQuarrie & 
Myriam Oliver. 



  

FINANCIALS 

 

Income               $73, 829 

 

 

 

Expense         $53, 664 

 

 

14%

18%

43%

25%

Events

Fundraising

Program

Operating

Event Donation $21,945 
 
Individual & 
Business Donations    $26, 063 
 
Foundations                $16,000 
 
Events                         $  9,460 
 
Program                                 0 
 
Interest                        $     159 
 
Merchandise             $       30 
 
Misc                          $     172 
 

Events               $ 7,309 

 

Fundraising      $ 9,843 

 

Program           $23, 239 

 

Operating        $13. 273 
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      LOOKING AHEAD 

 

In 2018 we plan to continue to expand the Elixir Fund Registry. As we continue to work with 
hospitals and community groups in New Jersey, we are also beginning to reach out to our 
contacts in the Philadelphia area. If you know of a patient or caregiver that could use support 
whether it be short or long-term; due to a chronic illness, surgery or other care need, please refer 
them to us.  

As we register patients, we will look for them to recommend businesses in their local areas. 
However, in the meantime, if you have businesses or services that you would like to see included 
in the Elixir Fund Registry, please feel free to send us their information. 

We are always looking to spread the word regarding the Elixir Fund Registry. If you know of 
opportunities whether it be speaking engagements, conferences, or having a table at any event, 
we are would be interested in hearing about them. 

You can also help by spreading the word. Please let friends and family know about the Elixir 
Fund Registry. Follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/elixirfund, or on twitter at @elixirfund. 
Like, share and re-tweet - this will help us to expand our base.  

 

 

       OUR DONORS 

Thank you to our donors:

Eric & Sue Aagesen 
Kristin Achtmeyer 
Donald Adamcik 
Wendy Adams 
Jaynne Adams 
Scott & Bernice Alcott 
Monica Allegro 
American Express 
Foundation  
Annabelle Anderson 
Chiconia Anderson 
Dawn Anderson 
Robert Arata 
Jacqueline Ardito 
Thurston Atkins 
Cathy Avino 
Suzie Baer 
Renay Bailenson 

Jyothirmayi Bajjom 
Eileen Baker 
Laura & Doug Barba 
Carolyn & Brent Barlow 
Judith Bartnik 
Rajeswari Batchala 
Christa Baxter 
Thomas Bay 
Alice Beene 
Lynn Beisel 
Benevity  
Lauren Berman 
Arlene Bernstein 
Melissa Bernstein 
Smitha Bhovavilli 
Michele Borsari 
Kristin Boyden 
Erin Bozza 

Rebecca Brown 
Arin Burke 
Patrick Burley 
Heather Butera 
Ryan Cantor 
Dana M. Carr  
Lucia Catranis 
John Cesard 
Jen & Chris Chace 
Steve Chbosky 
Christine Chobrda 
Maryann &  
Dominick Ciccone 
Valerie  Cier 
Susan Clifford 
L.H & C.W.Cohen 
Paul Corricelli 
Richard Corvasce 
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       OUR DONORS 
 
Michelle Crilly 
Bonnie Crisco 
Brian Cross 
Mindy Cross 
Customized Benefit   
                 Solutions 
Michele Dabal 
Dabal Consulting  
Fran Davis 
Lisa De Los Reyes 
Tracy Di Maria 
Lynda Diamondis 
Michelle Diamondis &  
    Joe Rousseau 
Robert & Jean DiMaria 
Candice Dobkousky 
Amy Dodson 
Jacqueline Donabedian 
Richard & Patricia Donovan 
Joanne Doolittle 
James Drage 
Matthew Drago 
Joan & Richard Druckman 
Damon Dunbar 
Julie Eames 
Sarah Edenbaum 
Lisa Ells 
Emery D DDS 
Dennis Enciso 
Julie England 
Kelly McQuarrie Evans 
Johnathan Fernandez 
Jacqueline Fiore 
Jean Fischer 
Leslie Fisher 
Nancy Fisher 
Kendal Fleszar 
Nicole Francis 
Jen Freeman 
Fresh Start Design Build  
                             Group 
Mark Galindo  
Ramil Gambal 

Jeanine  Gaston 
Jennifer Geiger 
Julia Giordano 
Danny Girton Jr 
FitnessVroom  
Newt & Sherley Godnick 
Stacy Godnick 
Michael Godnick 
Jenny Godnick 
Kevin & Neil Goetz 
Janice Goslin 
Audrey  & Ed Graham 
Lisa Grillo 
Craig Guarente 
Bruce Guilbaut 
Veronica Guzman 
Patrick Guzzo 
Linda Hamm 
Chris Hauser 
Barbara Haws 
Jeanne Haws 
Elmar & Eileen Heinrich 
Dee Hensley 
Marianne Hetzel 
Shubhda Hirday 
Erin Hoesly 
Bonnie Hofmann 
Brad Holtzman 
Alisa Horner 
Ann & James Hunt 
Michael Hurst 
Melissa Hurst 
Maryann Jandoli 
Jodi Johnston 
Amber Jordyn 
Janet Josephson 
Justin Kahn 
Debra Karvelas 
Cathy Kavanaugh  
Kerry Kay 
Maureen Kemmerer 
Michael Kennedy 
Jason Kent 

Gelareh Khalioun 
Bryan Klein 
Marisa Kolodny 
Rajesh Kavyashree   
Raj Krishnamoorthy 
Jarred Kriz 
Beverly Krocker 
Lok Kui 
Lora Kurtenbach 
Dylan Kussman 
Angelo LaCorte 
Janine Lang 
Julie Lauritzen 
Katie Leech 
Sue Lesher 
Richele Lieboff 
Kate Lombardi 
Cynthia Loo 
Suzanne Loporto 
Amy Mansue 
Henriette Mantel 
Deborah Marek 
Jim & Barb  
    Marshall-Zank 
Karen Martin 
Eileen McCann 
Jill McConnell 
Chris Mccoy 
Douglas McCune 
Sandra McDonald 
Susan McKay 
David McKenzie 
Virginia McKenzie 
Heather McKinley 
Sarah McQuaide 
Allen & Kathy  
 McQuarrie 
Carole McQuarrie 
Douglas & Stephanie 
     McQuarrie 
Karen McQuarrie 
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      OUR DONORS 
 
Megan McQuarrie 
Teresa Meehan 
Gilberto Mello 
Kristine Melnick 
Merck Foundation 
Jay Mermelstein 
Christine Mermoud 
Stanley Meyer 
Matt Miller 
Joel Miller 
Elizabeth Miller 
Kathryn Mills 
Carol Monahan 
Erik Montgomery 
Shannon & Jason Moore 
Shelly Moore 
Micheal Moyer 
Nancy Murphy & Phil 
Doherty 
Thomas Murphy 
Vaishnavi Muthukumar 
Prasanna Narmatta 
Sivakumar Natarajan 
Claire Neely 
Randy Neff 
Dee Nelson 
Joyce Nyberg 
Joan O'Kane 
Blake Oliver 
Lee Oliver 
Paul Ott 
Lisa Pacifico 
Heather Pain 
Marco Paulo 
Debra Pear 
Rosa & Jay Peir 
Teresa Perez 
Kerrie Peterson 
Rachelle Phard 
Jan Pittas 
A Polanski 

Donna Pompilio 
Gary & Vivian Potter 
Ranganie Punchihewa 
Briana Quackenbush 
JoAnn Quinlan 
Maryann Rappa 
Michelle Redfern 
Mary Redmond 
Glenn Reilly 
Jessica Reilly 
Mary Renaud 
Becky Reynolds 
Gary & Ali Richardson 
Lisa Rizziello 
Caryn Robinson 
Christopher Romano 
Don Ryan 
Marcela Sanchez 
John Sanderson 
Maria Sandford 
Karen Scarpa 
Bonni Scepkowski 
Julia Schklair 
Mark Schorepfer 
Berta Schott 
Robert Schreiman 
Dalhia Schuette 
Jennifer Schuster 
Elisa Sebra 
Lotus Seki 
Dianne Semsel 
Jay Sexton 
Regina Shannon 
Thomas & Gail Shannon 
Tom & Joan Shannon 
Carol Sharkey 
Brian Shearer 
Richard Shen 
Albert Shen 
Jack Silbert 
Sue & Warren Silver 

Rona Singer 
Rajminder Singh 
Charles &  
    Patricia Spencer  
Stephanie Spetrino 
HH Spitzer 
Barb and Rick Sprout 
Rachelle St Phatd 
Gen & Frank Stiefel 
Penelope Stout 
Renee Struck 
Patrick & Barrie Summers 
Satish Swaminathan 
Dawn Taistra 
The Nagourney Institute 
Sandra Thomas 
Meredith Thomass 
Lisa Tobin 
Karina Torrico 
Ellen Trimboli 
Heather Tunnicliffe 
Genevieve Tyrrell 
Henry Velez 
Holly Viane 
Colleen Wagner 
Krissy Walker 
Christine Walz 
Rachel Warsaw 
Craig & Sarah Webb 
Anne Weisenberger 
Kevin Weissenberger 
Stan Wertlieb &  
           Nicole Ashton 
Kathie Wheeler 
Amanda Wheelis 
Stanley Wisniewski 
John Wood 
Angela Wyrick 
Michelle Zarnegar 
Kim Ziegler 
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